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Agriculture as a major wealth-producing activity is 
of ancient origin, 
during the beginning of the Neolithic Period—8,000 B.C.—as 
characterized by "marked improvement in spade-and-hoe agri­
culture" and as an age of "agricultural revolution", that is, 
the ability to select and cultivate useful plants and to 
cattle (6,000 B.C.), sheep, 
goats, hogs, fowl (*f,900 B.C.)—used as food, and some used 
Other stages of agricultural 
development during the period were the utilization of floods 
creating fresh soil and the beginning of the draining of 
marshes and of irrigation. 
Hertzler further describes the advances made in agri­
culture during the period from 5,500 B.C. to 1,500 B.C. as 
one of great advances in the domestication of plants and 
Hertzler refers to the economic situation 
domesticate certain animals: 
1 
for power and transportation. 
animals, and of settled agriculture, expanded exchange of 
agricultural products, and of some type of organization for 
Other stages of agricultural 
2 
the storage of food. 
"'"J. 0. Hertzler, The Crises of World Population 




development became realities as various cultural patterns 
evolved, and man became adept at modifying nature into 
material objects which were shared by the members of society. 
From these prehistoric and Old World beginnings the 
extension of agriculture as a way of life was transferred to 
America by English colonists who settled along the Atlantic 
Coast of Worth America during the seventeenth century. 
Because of the geographical and climatic differences in the 
location of the American colonies, two contrasting types of 
agricultural systems emerged. The predominating type among 
the Southern Colonies was that of a plantation economy which 
was characterized by large holdings of land, slave labor, 
and the production of surpluses of exportable staples. The 
small-scale family-sized farm was predominant among the 
Northern Colonies. 
The operators of the family farms were in a measure 
jack-of-all-trades and often engaged in a multiplicity of 
.1 
producing- and securing-activities. It was from these two 
contrasting practices in agriculture as a way of life that 
the Freedmen of the Southern States entered upon agriculture 
as a way of making a living. Some of these ex-slaves planned 
their farming activities on basis of the pattern set by their 
former masters; that isi they acquired extensive land 
holdings and conducted production on a large scale. Cotton 
was the staple product. Others were content to secure 
3 
a small family sized tract of land, either by purchase or 
rental or share-cropping basis, and carry on hunting, fishing, 
and trapping activities as supplementary sources of income. 
The westward trek of the southern slave-holders was 
halted in the East Texas Area. 
generations removed from slavery the Negro population in 
certain counties out-numbered the white. 
Such was the situation in two East Texas Counties 
Here for more than two 
which form the setting for this study. The Kilgore 
Independent School District and town site was nothing more 
than an open country hamlet as late as 1930. Being situated 
in two counties, the background factors which have led to its 
present status are herewith presented. Data regarding the 
population facts of Gregg and Rusk Counties constitute a 
frame of reference from which the present status of agricul­
tural activities of Negro farmers of the Kilgore Independent 
District will be appraised. 
Census data reveal pertinent facts about the status 
of the Negro population and their economic activities in 1930 
which marks the lower limit of the time-interval of this study. 
Information about the number and percentage of Negroes and 
their occupations is presented in Table I. 
From these enumerations it is revealed that agriculture 
was the most important wealth-acquiring activity of the Negro 
citizenry of Rusk and Gregg Counties during the period 
if 
between 1865 and 1930. mere appeared to be quite a dearth 
of employment in the service occupations and in industry 
other than agriculture. 
5 
TABLE I 
STATUS OF THE NEGRO POPULATION OF RUSK AND GREGG 
COUNTIES OF TEXAS, 1930 






Total Negro Population 
Per cent of total 42.9 52.0 
Total Negroes residing in 
Rural Areas 12,938 6,755 
92.8 89.7 Per cent of total 
Total Negroes residing in 
the open-country 
Per cent of total 
Negro Gainful Workers 10 
years of age and over 
in the field of Agri­
culture 






Note: The source of this information is Fifteenth 
Census £f the United States. Population Volume III, Part 2, 
Reports by States—Montana-Wyoming, Composition and Charac­
teristics for counties, cities, and townships. Table XI, 
. 957 and 968; Table XIV, pp. 996 and 1003; Table XX, 
pp. 1036 and 1050. 
PP 
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'l'ne Ails ore Area 
Prior to 1930 Kilgore was but a country hamlet serving 
a few of the basic needs of an open-country aggregation of 
farm people. The Ailgore of today is the Danville of 
pre-Givil War days. The leading figure among the settlers 
who migrated from the Old South was one William Henry Harrison 
Kosson who was born and reared in a cedar log cabin in 
Columbia. Tennessee. J 
He acquired some 400 acres just west of what is now 
the Airport road. . . . Hlected as Justice of Peace at 
Danville, he became known as "Squire" Kosson. He sat as 
a court, counseled as an attorney, officiated as a 
minister, and earned a living by farming.3 
The community was called Danville in memory of a 
historic settlement in Virginia, from which state many of 
the early settlers came, bringing their slaves with them. 
It is to be noted, however, that there were settlers in the 
neighborhood who were anti-slavery in attitudes. The signif­
icance of these local differences in attitudes is reflected 
in these words of a narrator: "They (the proponents of anti-
slavery) made life unbearable until we made them leave." 
It is told that the ruins of Kosson's old slave quarters have 
rotted into the soil to give birth to a pasture in which 
cattle roam today. 
4 
3 Kileore News Herald. August 19, 1956. 
Ibid. 
7 
Prior to 1873, the Kilgore area was a county-line 
farming community lying along the boundary of Upshur and Rusk 
Counties. When Gregg County was organized from the south 
third of Upshur County, Kilgore became a county-line commu­
nity of Gregg and Rusk Counties. 
When oil was discovered in 1930, Kilgore's population 
was only about 500. By 191+0, when the boom was over, 
population inside the city had grown to 6-708, with 
approximately 3,000 additional living just outside the 
city. 
In 1950, the official United States Census figure for 
the city proper was, 9,638, and for the city and Urban 
Area extending three miles, a total of 15,310. 
Steady growth in building and utility connections 
since 1950 should give the Kilgore Urban Area a population 
today of at least 16,310, according to conservative 
estimates. The 1955 City Directory-estimated that 20,000 
live within a radius of five miles. 
With the discovery of oil there have emerged signifi­
cant changes in the economy of the area, 
here-to-fore had experienced a hand-to-mouth existence were 
able to secure a working capital through lease of land and 
There was made possible a fusion of 
Many farmers who 
sale of royalties, 
agriculture and industry. 
5 Ibid.. "Figures Tell Story of Steady Growth," p. 1. 
8 
The emergence of agro-industry.^ The term signifies a 
union or bond between agriculture and industry. It is likewise 
defined as "the utilization of small-farm owners and operators 
as full- or part-time industrial employees. It typifies the 
worker in industry who farms, dairies, or raises cattle or 
poultry to bulwark himself against the loss incurred by a 
lay-off. It exemplies the farmer whose holdings are too 
small to afford him economic security and who supplements 
his farm income by industrial wage." 
Bi-racial aspects of community life. The Kilgore area 
is bi-racial in pattern. In 1930 the area was inhabited by 
a majority of hegroes. The community followed the pattern of 
the county. Approximately 90.0 per cent lived on open 
farmsteads. The status of the tenure of the Hegro 
house-holders ranged from full-owners to share-tenants and 
day-laborers. The amount of acreage owned ranged from 1000 
to 3 acres. The pattern of their farming systems ranged 
from the plantation type to the subsistence type. 
In 1950 there is a minority of JNegro citizens in the 
area. More than fifty per cent live in the Kilgore Urban 
Area. However, the number of rural farmsteads owned by them 
is practically the same, although there is no longer the 
6 
Term Tells East Texas Trend Ibid.. "'Agro-industry' __ 
Today," Agriculture Plus Industry. 
9 
extensive type of farming of large cotton crops and other 
staples. Instead of being full-time dirt farmers, the heads 
of the Negro households of the area may be termed as "agro-
industrialists" who are farming and also on the payrolls of 
various industrial establishments of the area. 
Farm background helps. This study is projected on 
the following assumptions: 
1. Employees in industry with a farm background have 
a basic knowledge of machinery which puts them a little 
above the cut of the average employee. 
2. Employees from rural areas seem to take greater 
pride in turning out good work. 
3. The steady cash income which the farm worker 
receives from industry is utilized in a more meaningful 
manner than the urban worker in industry. 7 
The Problem 
The problem of this study is to determine the effects 
of the oil and gas industry on Vocational Agriculture for 
Negroes in the Kilgore Area from 1930 to 1955* 
Particular interest in this problem has arisen out of 
the investigator's experience as a teacher of Vocational 
Agriculture in the C. B. Dansby High School of the Kilgore 
Independent District for a period of l^f years, 





has been in position to make broad contacts with both youth 
and adults. Through instruction of in-school youths, part-
time youth groups, and evening school classes for adult 
farmers, meaningful insights have been gained regarding their 
attitudes toward improving their levels of living through 
careful utilization of the steady cash incomes which they 
receive from industrial employment. 
been reflected in the improvements made in the structure of 
the farm homes, the kinds of facilities installed therein, 
and in the up-breeding of the farm animals owned by them. 
Such utilizations have 
The elements of the problem. The subordinate questions 
which this investigation will answer are as follows: 
(1) What variations have there been in the number of 
full-time operators of farms in 1930 and in 1955? 
(2) What variations have there been in the number of 
part-time operators of farms in 1930 and in 1955? 
(3) What is the proportion of farmers who have left 
the farm since 1930? 
(40 "What is the proportion of farmers who farmed prior 
to 1930, now living on the farm, and are not now farming? 
(5) "What trends are reflected? 
(6) What are the educational implications? 
11 
Data and their sources. The following data are secured 
from the sources enumerated: (1) facts about agriculture as 
a way of life at different stages of human culture; (2) 
historical DacAground of the origin and development of the 
Kilgore community; (3) the present status of agriculture and 
industry—Agro-industry—in the Kilgore Area; (*+) demographic 
facts about the respondents of the study; (5) educational 
attainments of the respondents; (6) occupational status of 
respondents at four stated time intervals; (7) nature of 
major cash income; and (8) respondents' appraisals of factors 
affecting the status of farming in the Kilgore Area. 
The sources of data as enumerated above are obtained 
from (1) literature reporting research in the area of sociology 
and economics and from investigations by the United States 
Department of Agriculture; (2) The United States Census of 
Agriculture; (3) the local newspaper; (V) personal interviews 
with pioneer citizens of the community; and (5) a survey 
schedule executed by selected householders of the Kilgore 
Area. 
Procedures followed in collection of data, 
surveying the questionnaire formulated and used by the United 
States Department of Commerce in conducting the Census of 
Agriculture, the investigator selected a minimum number of 
items which were organized into a survey schedule for this 
After 
12 
study. The schedule forms were mimeographed and distributed 
among sixty men who were or who had at some time been farmers. 
Intervie~ws were had with certain farmers who had formerly 
engaged in extensive farming of staple products. The writer 
made trips to the farmsteads and observed and verified facts 
stated on schedules. Other factual data regarding the 
economic status and level of living of the Negro farm 
families of the area were obtained through census data, local 
publicity materials, and personal interviews. 
Methods of presenting the data. The data obtained 
from schedules were analyzed and set forth in a series of 
tables. Statistical calculations were made in terms of both 
central tendencies and measures of variability. A descriptive 
report is given of the information obtained from the schedules 
and from the interviews with selected persons. 
Organization of thg thesis, 
The problem of this study has stemmed from the 
experience of the writer as vocational agriculture teacher 
The justification of the 
(1) the 
in the C. B. Dansby High School. 
study is made in consideration of several factorsi 
position of the teacher of vocational agriculture as promoter 
and sponsor of community activities which should enhance the 
economic level of living among the families of the patronage 
area of the school, (2) the need for a new approach in 
13 
relating agricultural enterprises of the enrollees in all-day, 
part-time, and evening school courses to the new conception 
of agro-industry as a way of life, and (3) the concept of 
surveys as a technique for promoting meaningful and positive 
interaction between the school and its community. Additional 
considerations which lend support to the importance of the 
problem are the viewpoints of educational sociologists who 
hold that "the school should center its curriculum in a study 
of community structure, processes and problems;" "that the 
school should operate as an educational center for adults;" 
and that "the school should utilize community resources to 
invigorate its formal instructional program." 
The study will be presented in five chapters. Chapter 
One consists of a General Introduction. A brief overview of 
agriculture as a wealth producing activity from the beginning 
of the Neolithic Period up to the setting of this study is 
touched upon. Data regarding the status of the Negro 
Population of Rusk and Gregg Counties of Texas are presented 
in tabular form. Further orientation to the problem is made 
through a brief historical sketch of the Kilgore Area, the 
emergence of the concept of agro-industry, and an overview of 
the bi-racial aspects of living in the Kilgore Area. 
Chapter Two consists of a Brief Review of Literature 
and Related Studies. The literature presented emphasizes 
largely the economic and sociological aspects of the problem. 
lb 
The related studies will be selected and presented on the 
basis of similar problems among specific economic and racial 
groups of similar physical and economic environs. 
Chapter Three will comprise the Presentation and 
Interpretation of the Data. The data will be presented in 
a series of tables accompanied by a descriptive narrative 
The data from the Survey of its meanings and implications. 
Schedules will be interpreted in comparison with the data 
regarding State Economic Area 12 and Rusk and Gregg Counties.^ 
Chapter Four will present a Discussion of Trends and 
Implications for the Continuous Study and Evaluation of 
Programs of Vocational Education. 
Chapter Five will consist of the Summary, Conclusions, 
and Recommendations. A Bibliography and the Appendix will 
conclude the study. 
7 Ray Hurley, Chief, Agriculture Division, Supervisor 
of the Compilation, and Robert W. Burgess, Director, Bureau 
of the Census, United States Census of Agriculture: 195*t 
Vol. I, Counties and State Economic Areas. Part 26. Texas 
U. S. Department of Commerce. Bureau of the Census. 
Washington. 1956. 666 pp. 
CHAPTER II 
A BRIEF REVIEW OF LITERATURE AND RELATED STUDIES 
Background of Studies about Economic Conditions of Selected 
Families 
In presenting the reviews which follow the terms 
"family incomes," "economic conditions," and "standards of 
living" will be used interchangeably. 
A. PIONEER STUDIES BY LE PLAY AND OTHERS 
The history of the living conditions of a designated 
group of people was initiated in the second quarter of the 
Nineteenth Century by Pierre Gulliame Frederick Le Play, a 
French engineer and economist. His interest in people and 
their needs led him to make a study of the "technical 
progress, the economic prosperity, and the status of labor 
The findings—Les Ouvriers in all European countries." 
Europeans—comprised a series of thirty-six monographs on 
the budgets of typical families selected from the most diverse 
From these monographs the conception of working classes, 
the social survey in its modern and restricted sense and the 
specific techniques of studying family incomes and expenditures 
1 
for the determining standards of living have been derived. 
1 
Edwin R. A. Seligman and Alvin Johnson, 
Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences (New York! 




Le Play concluded "that wherever traditional Christian 
morals had remained in force, social tranquillity and economic 
well-being reigned." 'His reports were challenges of the 
rights of the oppressed. 
The first large-scale studies regarding income and its 




zation, the National Bureau of Economic Research, 
subject of the investigation was the aggregate national 
income. The first publication made available was regarding 
estimates of national income from 1929 to 1932. The depart­
ment now publishes annual estimates. 
In 1935-36, the Bureau of labor Statistics and the 
Bureau of Home Economics jointly conducted a field study of 
The Bureau of the 
b 
Consumer Incomes in the United States. 
Census now publishes annual estimates of the distribution of 
The first families by the amount of their money income, 
publication was released in 19^5. 
survey of consumer finances for the Board of Governors of 
5 As a part of an annual 
2 
Ibid.. pp. ̂ 11-^12. 
Hazel Kyrk, The Family in the American Economy 




Ibid.. p. 37. 
5 Current Population Reports. Series P-60, Kyrk 
o£. cit., p. 37. 
17 
the Federal Reserve Systems, estimates are made yearly of the 
distribution of families by the amount of their money income. 
Likewise there is published at stated intervals a United 
States Census of Agriculture from which the following pertinent 
(1) the number of farms, acreage, value, 
and farm operators; (2) farms by color and tenure of operator; 
(3) facilities and equipment; (*+) livestock and livestock 
products; (5) specified crops harvested; (6) farms classified 
by type of farm and by economic class; and (7) value of 
products sold by source. 
6 
facts are disclosed: 
7 
B. THE SOCIOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE PROBLEM 
Significant among the professional textbooks of recent 
edition is The Study of Rural Society by Kolb and Brunner. 
The term "society" is defined as systems of human relations; 
"rural", as that area which includes both open-country and 
village groups. The theme of the treatise is the growing 
interdependence of country and town, rural and urban, agri-
8 
culture and industry, and the problems of various nationality 
The elements of the theme consist of and ethic societies. 
Z 
Ibid.. p. 37* 
Ray Hurley, op., cjfc,., Pt. IV. 
John H. Kolb and Edmund de S. Brunner, A Study of 




material and discussions about (a) people in their cultural, 
regional, and demographic aspects; (b) ways of earning a 
livelihood and man's relation to his land; (c) group-relations 
—function and form of human association; and (d) social 
institutions—established and recognized ways of getting 
things done. 
The authors utilized certain significant data from the 
United States Department of Agriculture, the Bureau of Census 
Series, of a span of thirty years, 1920 - 1950; the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics; Social Security Bulletins, and the 
President's Commission on Migratory Labor—"Migratory Labor 
in American Agriculture." 
The section of the text which treats of making a living 
brought to focus the recognition of the following situations: 
(a) the great size and complexity of American Agriculture, 
(b) the acuteness of the social and/or economic problems of 
farm labor, (c) the importance of both social uses of land 
and of social problems which stem from land usages, (d) the 
social functions of land and its relatedness with the 
activitities of the social order through taxation and as 
(e) the rise and development of the "middle way" 
through cooperatives, and (f) the connection of agriculture 
in its relation to national and world economy. 
collateral 
19 
The section on group relationships pointed out the 
changing characteristics of general rural family patterns; 
the neighborhood groups which are characterized by inter-
family visiting and exchange-of-work patterns; the inter­
dependence of open-country, agricultural villages, small 
towns; and the highly urbanized and industrialized areas. 
Included in the professional text was a research study 
conducted by the United States Department of Agriculture in 
19^. The study, "Need for a New Classification of Farms," 
is significant in that the researchers proposed five categories 
for appraising farming enterprises—(1) size of the farm 
enterprise in terms of (2) value of product, (3) days of wage 
labor employed, (*f) number of days the operator worked off 
the farm, and (5) the age of the operator. 
From these categories ten social patterns of farming 
were formulated in consideration of the social units operating 
the farms, the functions of the enterprise, and the scale of 
operations. The ten patterns are presented in detail. 
Pattern 1. firm lover Farms. Units which employed more 
than one and a half-man years of labor a year, were market 
oriented, and had a gross value of products of $8,000 or 
more. 
Pattern 2. Large Commercial Family Farms. Units 
operated primarily by family labor, market oriented, and 
with a gross value of products of $8,000 or more. 
Pattern 3. Medial Commercial Family Farms. Units 
operated primarily by family labor, by operators under 
65 years of age, market oriented, and with a gross value 
of products ranged from $3?000 to $7j999* 
20 
Pattern b. Residential-Commercial Family Farms. 
Units whose operators were 65 years of age and over or 
who worked their farms 100 days or more a year, and 
whose gross value of products ranged from $3,000 to 
$7,999. 
Pattern 5. Part-time Farms. Units whose operators 
worked off their farms 100 days or more a year, utilized 
family labor primarily, and whose gross value of products 
ranged from $250 to $2,999. 
Pattern 6. Elders1 Farms. Units whose operators were 
65 and over and who worked off their farms less than 100 
days a year, and whose gross value of products ranged 
from $500 to $2,999. 
Pattern 7. Subsistence Farms. Units whose operators 
were under 65 years of age, worked off their farms less 
than 100 days a year, whose gross value of products ranged 
from $500 to $2,999, and the major portion of whose products 
were used on the farm rather than sold. 
Pattern 8. Small Commercial Family Farms. Units whose 
operators were under 65 years of age, worked off their 
farms less than 100 days a year, whose gross value of 
products ranged from $500 to $2,999, and the major portion 
of whose products was sold rather than used. 
Pattern 9. Residential Farms. All units with gross 
value of products ranging from $1 to $*+99, except those 
whose operators worked off their farms 100 days or more 
and had farm products valued at $250 to $*f99. 
Pattern 10. Nominal Farms. All units with no farm 
income reported except those which were placed in other 
patterns as the results of inspection.9 
The United States census of agriculture of 195*+. 
basis of an Act of Congress approved June 18, 1929, and 
amended July 15, 1952, the 195^ Census of Agriculture was 
These data, together with a description of State 
On 
taken. 
9 Kolb and Brunner, Ibid.. pp. 79-80. 
21 
Economic Areas are presented in a Special Report of the 1950 
Census entitled "State Economic Areas, reveal the general 
status of agricultural activities in Gregg and Rusk Counties 
the larger civil divisions in which the Kilgore Independent 
District is a local school administrative unit. Facts 
regarding the statistics of said counties are presented in 
Table II. 
There is revealed the number of farms, acreage value, 
and farm operators, farms by color and tenure of operator; 
use of commercial fertilizer; farm labor; farm expenditures; 
livestock and livestock products; specified crops harvested; 
farms classified by type of farm and economic class; and 
value of products sold by source. 
In the chapter which follows the facts presented in 
the table will be interpreted in relation to the median 
figures for the State of Texas and Economic Area 12—the 
division which embraces 23 counties of East Texas. Likewise 
comparisons will be presented as to the pattern of farming 
as proposed by Kolb and Brunner. 
10 
10 Ray Hurley, Chief, Agriculture Division, United 
States Census of Agriculture. Vol. I, Counties ̂ nd State 
Economic Areas. Pt. IIVI, Texas (U. S. Department of Commerce-
Bureau of Census, Washington, D. C., 1956) Pt. IV, pp. 117-121. 
22 
TABLE II 
STATISTICAL DATA CONCERNING STATUS OF AGRICULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES IN GREGG AND RUSK COUNTIES OF TEXAS, 
1954 
The Items of Information Gregg County Rusk County 
Number of farms operated: 
White: 498 2,202 










987 Negro: 359 
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C. OTHER STUDIES RELATED TO SELECTED FARMING GROUPS 
By Williams regarding factors which affect comrnerci al 
farming operations among negro farmers. Williams made a study 
of certain factors which affected commercial farming operations 
among Negro farmers of Marion County, Texas, 
of his study was: 
(1) To find significant factors which were at the time 
affecting commercial farming operations among 
Negro farmers in Marion County 
(2) To find significant factors which have affected 
commercial farmers in Marion County to the extent 
that one or more of these factors caused discon­
tinuance of operations 
(3) To develop techniques for use in overcoming some 
of these factors 
11 
The problem 
The procedures of the study involved making a survey 
of the United States Census of Agriculture for 19^5 and 1950 
regarding the tenure of the farm population of the area, the 
size of farms, the specified crops harvested; studying the 
files of the Farm and Home Administration for the area; 
interviewing selected farmers; and securing the reactions of 
both active and inactive farmers to a series of questions 
regarding the problem. 
11 Donald Williams, "Factors Affecting Commercial 
Farming Operations Among Negro Farmers in Marion County, Texas," 
(Unpublished Master's Thesis, Prairie View Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, Prairie View, Texas, 1953). 
2b 
The findings were as followss The average number of 
acres owned by respondents who were active farmers was 68.5; 
the median number, 55. It was revealed that "help from 
agricultural agencies" ranked first as the factor from which 
most help was derived. Some significant factors which 
prevented the expansion in commercial factors were "inacces­
sibility to market" and the "lack of finance." 
Williams concluded that the farmers had received a 
good type of leadership from classroom teachers, agricultural 
teachers, and other agricultural agencies. He emphasized 
that there was a need for training on the part of the farmer 
to the extent that he would be able to recognize a quality 
product and become motivated to produce a quality product. 
He recognized the need for functional relationships among 
all the social agencies within the county. 
The consumer purchases study. A study of two income-
level groups of farm families revealed that there was inverse 
relationship between farm income and the value of food 
consumed by the average farm family. 
12 
12 Monroe Day, Dorothy S. Brady, Edith D. Rainboth, and 
Ellen D. Riley, "Family Expenditures for Personal Care, Gifts, 
Selected Taxes, and Miscellaneous Items," Miscellaneous 
Publications, >+55, United States Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C., 19^1, cited by Lowry Nelson, Rural Sociology 
(New York; American Book Company, 1955), p. 353. 
25 
Formal education, family cycles, and programs of social 
The factor of formal education, as 
study and the Utah 
welfare as factors, 
revealed by the Kirkpatrick 
that there is a direct and positive relationship between 
extent of formal education and the level of living of farm 
That the stage of family development has relation­
ship with the economic condition of the farm family was 
reflected in the Loomis Study of the Life Cycle of Families.^ 
l*t 13 study, shows 
families. 
D. THE INFLUENCE OF TECHNICAL PROGRESS 
ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
17 have delineated the Kifer, Hurt, and Thornbrough 
ways by which technical progress influence agricultural 
The situations or conditions affected consist 
(a) farm power and equipment, (b) plant and 
production, 
of changes ins 
animal breeding, (c) fertilizers, (d) animal feeding, 
13E. L. Kirkpatrick, "Family Living in Farm Homes," 
"^Lowry Nelson and N. L. Butt, "Influence of Formal 
Schooling on Consumptive Tendencies in Two Rural Communities," 
Publications of the American Sociolpgical Society. Vol. JGCLII, 
p. 257, P. 3°5-
15 
Families, C. Horace Hamilton, "Family Life Cycle Analysis, Social 
Forces. 1936, 15*225-231* 
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(e) disease control, (f) quantities produced, (g) the manpower 
needed in farming, (h) capital requirements, (i) size of farm 
units, (j) the organization of the farm, (k) operating costs, 
and (1) conditions of tenure. They hold that the transition 
from a self-sufficing agriculture to the present commercialized 
type of production is the result of a combination of develop­
ments within agriculture and economic forces outside of it, 
and that the aggregate influence of such developments in the 
United States has led to a decrease in the number of people 
now engaged in agriculture. 
They hold further that some particular developments 
have resulted in (a) increased volume of production, (b) 
improved quality of product, (c) lower cost per unit, of 
product, or (d) less fatigue and less tedium in connection 
with farm labor. Parallel to and aligned with the develop­
ments enumerated, there exist certain complementary processes 
which consist of changes in the economic shifts in population, 
the growth and disappearance of markets resulting from shifts 
in population, the growth or decline of competing areas, the 
introduction of competing products, and changes in the 
,.17 consuming habits of customers. 
17 Ibid.. p. 512. 
27 
Regarding the improvement in crop production reference 
is made to the development of a hybrid corn which has replaced 
open-pollinated varieties and to the improvement of cotton 
varieties by increasing the length of staple and through the 
correction of soil deficiencies by use of certain concentrated 
fertilizers and soil amendments. Another aspect of technical 
progress emphasized was the change from animal power for farm 
work and for transportation to mechanical power, 
the shifting to mechanical power and the change in the type 
of farm organization, the writers predicted the release of a 
large number of agricultural workers and shifts to livestock 
farming and field crops which require less labor than the 
expensive growing of cotton would require. 
Moreover, the extensive research in the field of 
livestock production which involves progeny testing, artifi­
cial insemination, correction of nutritional deficiencies, 
and the acquisition of knowledge of measures for controlling 
animal diseases and insects injurious to animals—all, have 
contributed to the shifting from extensive to intensive 
farming, thereby reducing the man power needed for agriculture 
and releasing sharecroppers and tenants to industry, 
extent to which such progress has influenced the farming 




PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 
The purpose of this chapter is to present the data 
obtained from the tabulation and analyses of fifty-two Survey 
Schedules filled out by selected adults who are at present or 
have formerly been connected with farming activities in the 
Kilgore Area. These data consist of: (a) demographic facts 
about the respondents; (b) their occupational status—whether 
full-time or part-time farmers, tenants, sharecroppers, 
farm-laborers, farm managers, operators of independent 
business establishments, or retired; (c) their occupational 
status at four stated time-intervals; (d) facts concerning 
farming activities at stated time intervals; (e) nature or 
source of their major cash income, and (f) respondents' 
appraisal of factors affecting the status of farming in the 
Kilgore Area. 
Table III shows the age distribution of respondents 
The ages range from thirty-five to 
Six women and forty-six men constitute 
The median age of forty-two men respondents 
No computation was made 
The median age of forty-
on the basis of sex. 
seventy-nine years, 
the respondents, 
is forty-nine years and six months. 
regarding two men and four women, 
six men and women taken together is fifty-four years and six 
29 
months. The detailed tabulation as shown in the table 
reflects the greatest number of respondents as being in the 
forty-five forty-nine year span. It is significant that three 
men are seventy years and above. 
TABLE III 
AGE-RANGE AND SEX OF RESPONDENTS 
Sex Distribution 
Age-Intervals 
by Class Total Female Male 
3 3 70 & Above 
65 - 69 
60 - Q+ 
h if 
5 1+ 1 
7 7 55 - 59 
50 - 5^ 
>+5 - ^9 
i+O - Mf 
3 3 
11 1 10 
9 9 
1 35 - 39 
6 if 2 No Response 
6 52 if6 Totals 
30 
Place and tenure of residence. One important social 
phenomenom as it relates to farming as an occupation is the 
migratory activities of farming people. Just prior to the 
discovery of oil in the Kilgore area, statistics reveal that 
approximately 9*000 Negroes migrated from Texas farms during 
the decade of 1920 to 1930.^ In order to find out the 
stability of the population under study a section of the 
survey schedules was designed to reveal the extent to which 
the selected respondents were a non-migratory group. 
The data presented in Table IV reveal whether the 
respondents lived in the open-country, in a hamlet, or in an 
urban area prior to 1930; and likewise whether there has been 
a change of residence. In 1930 all respondents lived in the 
open country. The data show that only five have migrated to 
an urban area. Thirty-three of the families live in the 
immediate Kilgore vicinity. Four families live in the 
incorporated limits of the City of Kilgore; ten families on 
Twelve the three rural routes which lead from the city, 
families live in that section of the Kilgore Independent 
School District served by Rural Route from Overton, Texas. 
Two families in the open-country served by a Rural Route from 
Five respondents gave no post office address. Henderson. 
0. E. Baker and Conrad Taeuber, "The Rural People," 
19*+0 Yearbook of Agriculture: Farmers in a Changing World 
(United States Department of Agriculture, United States 




PLACE AND TENURE OF RESIDENCE OF RESPONDENTS 
In 1955 In 1930 
47 A. Open-country 
B. Hamlet 
52 
5 C. Urban 
52 Totals 52 
Educational status of respondents. The responses 
regarding the status of schooling of the respondents are 
shewn in Table V. No person was totally illiterate. However, 
only ten persons were of elementary school classification. 
Thirty had reached high school status; of that number four 
had completed high school. Twelve of the number had attained 
college level; one half of whom had spent four years in 
The table shows a more detailed analysis. college. 
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TABLE V 
EDUCATIONAL STATUS OF RESPONDENTS 
Responses as to Grade reached in School: 
Elementary School Secondary School 
Number Grade Number Grade 
College 
Grade Number 
One Seven First Yr. 2 
Two 7 Eight Second Yr. 5 
Three 8 3 Nine Third Yr. 1 
Four 1 8 6 Ten Fourth Yr. 
Five 3 Eleven 1 
Six 2 Twelve A 
TOTALS 10 12 30 
The Mean number of years of schooling is 9.8 
Occupational status. The second broad sub-division 
of the Survey Schedules was designed to show the occupational 
status of respondents at four different time-intervals: 
before 1930, between 1930 and 19^5, between 19^6 and 1955, 
Eight status situations were enumerated. and at present. 
A detailed presentation of responses is shown in Table VI. 
The totals reveal that there were thirty-six full-
time operators of farms prior to 1930; twenty-seven between 
1930 and 19^5; seven between 19^6 and 1955, and eight full-
Before 1930 there were of the time operators at present. 
33 
number surveyed only ten part-time operators; between 1930 
and 19*+5 there were eighteen part-time operators; between 
19*+6 and 1955, there were thirty-six part-time operators; at 
present there are sixteen part-time operators. Before 1930 
only one respondent was a tenant; there were two in the time 
interval of 1930 and 19*+5; three, during the interval of 19^6 
to 1955; at present only two are tenants. Up until 19*+5 only 
one respondent was a sharecropper. In the interval between 
19^6 and 1955 four respondents were share cropping. At present 
only one is a sharecropper. Only one respondent was classified 
as a farm-laborer during the period before 1930. The modal 
number of farm managers is two. During the period 1930 and 
19^5 there were three. No persons were operating independent 
business establishments prior to 1930; the peak of such 
activity is shown to be between 19^6 and 1955. At present 
only two respondents are conducting independent business 
establishments. Eight respondents have retired from actual 
physical work performances. 
34 
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Tenure of residence on farmsteads in the Kilgore area 
or elsewhere. Tabulation and analyses of responses regarding 
2 the place of residence are reflected in Table VII. It is 
observed that a total of forty-one respondents resided on 
farmsteads in the Kilgore Area prior to 1930; ten resided 
elsewhere. During the time-interval between 1930 and 191+0 
forty-five respondents were in residence on farmsteads in the 
Kilgore Area; seven were in residence elsewhere. Since 19*+0 
forty-five respondents reside on farmsteads in the Kilgore 
Area; seven elsewhere. A more detailed analysis of the 
responses of the seven persons who reside elsewhere reveal 
that they live in the corporate limits of Kilgore. 
2 
See pages 38-^1. 
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TABLE VII 
RESPONDENTS' TENURE OF RESIDENCE ON FARMSTEAD 
IN THE KILGORE AREA OR ELSEWHERE 
Respondent's 
Number 





v v V 
V V V 
V V V 




x x X 
V V V 
V V V 
(a) 8 x X V 
(b) 
9 (a) v V V 
(a) 10 V V 
X (b) 
(b) 11 x X X 
(a) v 12 V V 
(a) v 13 v v 
H (b) x x X 




Kilgore Area; "(b)" denotes residence elsewhere, 
indicates "yes" with respect to the Kilgore Area, 
indicates "yes" for residence elsewhere. 
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TABLE VII (Continued) 
From 1930 to Since 19*K) 
19bO 
Prior to 1930 Respondent' s 
Number 





x x X 
V V 
V V V 
V V 
(b) X 
(a) v V V 20 
(a) v V V 21 
(a) v V 22 
(b) X 
(a) v V V 23 
(a) v V V 2U 
V (a) v V 25 
(a) v V V 26 
(a) v v v 27 
v (a) v V 28 
v V (a) v 29 
V V (a) v 30 
v v (a) v 31 
V V 32 (a) 
33 (a) 
v 
V V V 
*fQ 
TABLE VII (Continued) 
Respondent's Prior to 1930 
Number 


















v V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
V V V 
hi 
TABJLE VII (Continued) 







v v v 
v v v 
x x x 
Totals: 
On Farmstead in 
the Kilgore Area 15 15 11 
7 7 10 Elsewhere 
b2 
Facts concerning farming activities. The farming 
activities under survey in this study comprise the raising of 
poultry, livestock, and the growing of truck and farm crops. 
A listing of poultry consisted of twenty-five or more of 
chickens, or ducks, or geese, or pigeons, or other poultry 
not specified. The listings of livestock consist of hogs, 
cattle, horses, goats, sheep, bees, and domestic rabbits. 
No specified number of livestock was requested. The responses 
have been tabulated and are reflected in Table VIII. 3 The 
various groupings of responses are presented in detail so as 
to reveal nature of the respondents' farming activities. 
Prior to 19^ forty respondents stated that they raised 
poultry and livestock but did not specify the specific kind. 
Two stated that they raised poultry only. 
^See page V3. 
^3 
TABLE VIII 
OPERATORS ENGAGED IN SPECIALIZED FARMING 
ACTIVITIES AT GIVEN TIME SPANS 
Number of respondents engaged in 
the activities listed Nature of farming 
activities Prior Between 
to 1930 and Since 
19*K) 191*0 19kO 
Chickens only 
Chickens, hogs and 
cattle 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 Chickens and hogs 




Chickens- ducks, hogs 
and cattle 
Chickens, geese, hogs 
and cattle 
Chickens, hogs, horses 
and bees 
Chickens, hogs, cattle 
and horses 
38 11 10 
1 1 2 
1 1 2 
1 1 2 
1 1 1 
1 1 1 
16 18 52 Totals 
¥f 
The totals reflected in Table VIII reveal a consistent 
decrease in farming activities centered about the raising of 
livestock and poultry. 
Growing of truck and field crops. Characteristic of 
the East Texas area until 1930 the predominant types of farming 
were those of growing field crops with a minimum of diversi­
fication. Cotton was the chief cash crop of the area. In 
Table IX (See Appendix, page 81) of this study there is shown 
the nature of plant production by selected farmers of the 
Kilgore Area at three stated time-intervals. The following 
list of crops were checked by the respondents: truck crops, 
cotton, corn, peas, peanuts, cover crops, and cane. An 
estimation of the number of acres devoted to each crop listed 
was stated. Two of the fifty-two respondents failed to state 
the number of acres cultivated, therefore, all averages 
computed are on the basis of two less than the total responses 
for each kind of crop. 
The data reveal that prior to 1930 field crops were 
truck crops, UO; cotton, corn, *+0; 
During the 
grown as follows: 
peas, *+3; peanuts, 29; cover crops, 1*+; cane, 3^. 
time interval from 1930 to 19*+0 the crops grown were as 
truck crops, >+6; cotton, 38; corn,*+5; peas, *+7; 
peanuts, ̂ 3; cover crops, 18; cane, 32. 
distribution of plant production activity has been as follows: 
truck crops, 4-2; cotton, 29; corn, 39; peas, 39; peanuts, 3^; 
cover crops, 16; and cane, 21. 
follows: 
Since 19*K) the 
b5 
Since the tabulation of acres cultivated does not 
include two responses, no definite trends regarding the 
adequacies of the plant production can be established. 
However the averages on basis of two less than the number 
responding will be described. 
Plant production activities of respondents who receive 
cash income from the oil industry. Since the problem of this 
study is to determine the effect of the oil industry on 
farming activities of Negro families in the Kilgore Area, the 
investigator has tabulated separately the number of respondents 
who receive cash income from the oil industry and summarized 
the number of acres of land cultivated in each of the seven 
specific plant production activities at three stated time 




Prior to 1930, of the fifty-two respondents 19, who 
received cash income from the oil industry grew truck crops; 
19, cotton; 20, corn; 20, peas; 20, peanuts; cover crops; 
Between 1930 and 191+0, twenty grew truck crops; and 18, cane. 
17, cotton; 19, corn; 19, peas; 20, peanuts; 9, cover crops; 
b The cash income from the oil industry is of two kinds: 
(a) rentals from producing wells and (b) rentals from the 
lease of land. Twenty of the fifty two respondents reported 
income from the oil industry. 
and 20, cane. Since 19^*0 only 15 have grown truck crops; 
12, cotton; 16, corn; 15, peas; 13, peanuts; 13, cover crops; 
and 3, cane. 
It is observed that all of the twenty persons were 
engaged in growing corn, peas, and peanuts prior to 1930. 
Between 1930 and 19LK), all were engaged in growing truck 
Since 191+0 there is reflected a crops, peanuts, and cane. 
steady decline in plant production activities; however, 12 
From a of the recipients of oil income still grow cotton, 
detailed analysis of the replies it appears that the cotton 
production is largely through rental activities. 
Source of ma.ior cash income. In the data regarding the 
source of income of the respondents no attempt was made to 
find out the extent of the income. Butterworth and Dawson 5 
have this to say regarding the income status of rural people. 
For many decades it has been a matter of common knowledge 
that the income status of rural people has been unfavorable. 
The extent of the differences between rural and urban 
incomes, the effects of low income and its wide fluctua­
tions on the standards of living of rural people, the 
relationship between the amount and distribution of rural 
and urban incomes, the effects of private and governmental 
policies on rural income, and the kinds of policies and 
programs needed to improve the income status of rural 
people are matters not so well under stood. 
5 Julian E. Butterworth and Howard A. Dawson, The Modern 
Rural School (New York: McGraw Hill Book Company, Inc.,), p. 1*2. 
^7 
Since the income status of the population of this study-
involves abnormal considerations, the actual appraisal of the 
incomes of the respondents can be determined only through 
further research. However, Table X reflects the general and 
detailed sources of the incomes of fifty-two families of this 
study. Attention is called to the fact that the sum of the 
total number responding exceeds fifty-two for the reason that 
some persons listed more than one source of cash income. 
Thirty persons stated that full-time farming was a major 
Of that number the rank order source of their cash income. 
of their detailed farming activities show that cotton and 
truck crops are produced by the greatest number; cotton, 
cattle and truck crops rank second in importance, and cotton 
Part-time farming is a major source 
The nature of the 
and livestock rank third, 
of cash income for eighteen respondents, 
part-time farming activities consists of the growing of cotton 
Eleven persons receive rent from farm lands, 
and twenty, income from the oil industry. 
and truck crops. 
**8 
TABLE X 
NATURE OF MAJOR CASH INCOME RECEIVED BY RESPONDENTS 




Truck Crops - - - - -
Cotton and Truck Crops 
Truck and Livestock - -
Cotton and Livestock 
Cotton and Truck Crops 
Cotton, Cattle, and Truck 
Part-time Farming: 
Truck Crops - - - -
Cotton and Truck Crops 
Truck Crops and Chickens -
Cotton, Livestock, and 
Truck - - - - - -















11 Rent from Farm Lands: 
20 From the Oil Industry: 
Oil Wells - - -




Respondents' Appraisal of Factors Affecting the Status of 
Farming in the Kilgore kvp.a 
Because of various factors and conditions, farming as 
a way of life has been rather unstable for several decades. 
It has been said that three of those identifiable factors 
are designated as (1) industrial development and commercial-
6 
ization, (2) urbanization, and (3) technological advance. 
During this transitional period, the self-sufficiency 
of farm families gave way to interdependence upon the identi­
fiable factors stated. Because of the collapse of agricultural 
process and no noticeable drop in nonagricultural prices 
immediately following World War I, there was created a road 
block which obstructed farming as a free enterprise. This 
block was resolved, to some extent, through the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1929 and later through the Agricultural 
In such a setting the price which 
the farmer received for his farm products became a matter of 
7 
Adjustment Act of 1933• 
grave concern. 
6 Paul H. Johnstone, "Old Ideas Versus New Ideas in 
Farm Life," Farmers in a Changing World, Yearbook of Agri­
culture (Washington, D. C.s United States Department of 
Agriculture, 19**0), PP« 139-167. 
Ibid. 
50 
Such was the economic situation among farmers of the 
Kilgore Area when Oil brought a new kind of prosperity to the 
farms, thereby probably causing some farmers to cease or to 
curtail their farm activities and seek employment in service 
occupations and/or industrial establishments which were the 
outgrowths of the "oil and gas boom." 
Since the "boom" necessitated the establishment of 
manufacturing establishments in the immediate areas opportunity 
was provided for employment of workers who had no farmer 
experience in industrial production. 
A fourth factor which was of grave concern during the 
early years of the development and progression of the East 
Texas Oil Field was the devastating effects of the salt water 
by-product from an oil well which had been brought in. 
writer has this to say regarding the problem: 
In the early days of the East Texas oil field, huge 
volumes of salt water were "turned loose" at the surface 
with /deplorable/ results . . . The water gravitated to, 
and polluted streams; and, in the process, it destroyed 
thousands of acreas of woodlands, leaving in its wake a 
scene of desolation and destruction.8 
However, such destruction was only temporary; through 
the East Texas Salt Water Disposal Company, early in 19^2, a 
remedy was devised by means 01 drilling injection wells 
through which the salt water was returned to the oil reservoir 
One 
8 Kile-ore News Herald (Celebrating 26th Anniversary 
East Texas Oil Field), August 19, 1956, Section 1, p. 8. 
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and utilized for increasing bottom hole pressure in the wells 
already producing. 
surface was saved from contamination. 
The four factors explained above were listed for 
appraisal by the respondents to the survey schedules, 
rankings of said factors with respect to the importance of 
each of the four conditions as described are shown in Table XI. 
In this manner the surrounding land 
Their 
Fifty of the fifty-two persons who executed the survey 
schedules appraised the factors which they believed affected 
The ranking given the status of farming in the Kilgore Area. 
is shown in the table which follows. 
Twenty or forty per cent ranked the "oil and gas boom" 
as first in importance; the same number considered "the price 
received for farm products" as first in importance, 
twenty per cent ranked "the growth of industry in the area" 
as being first in importance, 
tion of soil due to salt water" as of greatest importance. 
As second in order of importance, five respondents, 
or ten per cent, were of the opinion that "the oil and gas 
boom" was so rated; sixteen, or thirty-two per cent, that 
tippj^Qg received for farm products" was so rated; and twenty-
Ten or 
No one considered "the destrue-
eight, or fifty-six per cent, that "the growth of industry in 
Only one person appraised the area" was second in importance. 
"soil destruction due to salt water" as being second in 
importance. 
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Twenty-three, or forty-six per cent, appraised "the 
oil and gas boom" as being third in order of importance; 
thirteen or twenty-six per cent appraised the "price received 
for farm products" as third in order of importance, 
twenty per cent of the respondents considered "the growth of 
industry in the area" as third in rank order of importance. 
Four considered "soil destruction due to salt water" as third 
in importance. 
Ten or 
It is interesting to note that forty-five or ninety 
per cent of the respondents appraised the factor of "soil 
destruction due to salt water" as being of least or no impor­
tance. Likewise, the three factors which probably were and 
are interrelated were so recognized and designated. However, 
from these detailed tabulations it appears that the opinion 
that "the price received for farm products which farmers had 
to sell" slightly outweighs the opinion that "the oil and gas 
boom" accounts for the declining status of farming activities 
in the Kilgore Area. 
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TABLE XI 
RESPONDENTS' APPRAISAL OF FACTORS AFFECTING 
THE STATUS OF FARMING IN' THE KILGORE AREA 
The Factors Rank Order of Choice 
2 3 ~ ~4~ {Totals T 
The Oil and Gas Boom 50 20 23 5 2 
Price Received for 
Farm Products 3.6 50 20 13 1 
The Growth of Indus try-
in the Area 
28 50 10 10 2 
Soil Destruction Due 
to Salt Water 
50 45 1 4 
50 50 50 Totals 50 
Conceptions gained from interviews, 
was particularly interested in the reactions of four senescent 
The persons 
The investigator 
respondents to the items of the survey schedules, 
interviewed are or were full-time operators of farms prior to 
and during the twenty-five year period of oil and gas 
extraction in the area, and who also receive cash income from 
oil wells and/or oil leases. 
Farmer A, the eldest of the three septuagenarians of 
the study, reported that he had reached the sixth grade in 
school and was a full-time farm operator until 195^. 
resides in the open-country and reports that his farming 
He 
5*f 
activities were well-balanced. His various enterprises 
consisted of raising chickens, hogs, horses, and bees, and the 
growing of each kind of field, truck, and cover crops listed 
on the schedule until 195)+. 
truck crops only. 
After which time he has produced 
He rated "the growth of industry in the 
area" as the factor of greatest importance in affecting the 
status of farming, and "the oil and gas boom" as second in 
importance. He was one of the four respondents who evaluated 
the salt-water nuisance as being third in order of importance. 
Apparently he was not affected negatively by the cash he 
received from the sale of his farm products. 
Farmer B, aged 76 years, has always and still resides 
in the open-country. His farming enterprises consist of poultry 
and livestock production and the major field crops charac­
teristic of the area, together with truck and cover crops. 
His major cash income is from three sources: cotton and 
truck crops, rent from farm acreage, and oil leases. He 
rated "the oil and gas boom" as the factor of first importance; 
"the price received for farm products" as second in importance; 
and "the growth of industry in the area" as third in order of 
He designates his occupational status as that importance. 
of a "retired", "part-time operator of a farm." 
Farmer C is a female respondent who has lived on a 
She farmstead during each of the time-intervals stated, 
reports that she is a full-time operator of a farm, although 
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she has retired. Her major cash income is derived from oil 
Her responses reflect the raising of poultry, 
livestock, and field, truck, and cover crops in large 
well production. 
quantities. During the periods prior to 1930 and between 1930 
and 19^0 the cultivated area on her farm was more than 100 
acres. Forty acres was given to the cultivation of cotton. 
Since 191+0 no cotton was produced and other field, truck, and 
cover crops were reduced in acreage. This respondent ranked 
"the oil and gas boom" as the factor of greatest importance in 
affecting the status of farming in the Kilgore Area and "the 
growth of industry in the area" as third in rank order of 
importance. 
Farmer D is the owner of approximately 250 acres of 
land on which there are producing oil wells, from which the 
major portion of his cash income is derived. He attained an 
eighth grade education and resides on a farmstead in the 
The amount of acreage planted in field, truck, Kilgore Area. 
and cover crops prior to 1930 was 105 acreas; between 1930 and 
After 191+0 cotton was no longer grown and 19^0, 10*+ acreas. 
truck, corn, peas, and cover crops were decreased in scope 
He ranked the factors affecting the farming by one-half. 
status of the area as "the oil and gas boom"first; "the price 
received for far products", second; "the growth of industry 
in the area" as third; and "the salt water nuisance" as least 
in importance. 
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The modal farm activities of the Kilgore area have 
been described by several of the old settlers^ and land owners 
in these words: 
"While sawmilling, producing orchard crops, and raising 
some livestock were done on a small scale basis, the principal 
industry consisted of cotton growing as the source of the 
major cash income." 
"In recent years, both the decline in cotton acreage 
and the increasing mechanization of farming, including cotton 
growing, have greatly decreased the demand for farm labor. 
The kinds of crops grown at present and the livestock enter­
prises which have replaced the extensive growing of cotton 
require even less labor in terms of man power than does the 
raising of cotton." 
These interviewees report that during the late twenties 
many Negro farmers owned their farms and that even though the 
average farm was about 200 to 250 acres, some contained as 
This acreage remains in the much as 500 to 1,000 acres. 
The cases reported and the factual data presented 
were obtained from the following pioneer settlers. Mr. Asia 
King, aged 76 years, who owned 900 acres of land which was 
divided among three heirs; Mr. Ike Benson, land owner and 
recipient of oil income from wells and leases; Mr. Ernest 
Muckelroy, Mrs. Sarah Fortson, and Mrs. Ophelia Turner—all 
land owners and recipients of cash income from oil wells and 
leases* and Mr. John Henry Williams, who has moved from the 
open-country, but receives rentals from farming activities 
and oil wells and leases. 
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possession of either the original owners or their heirs. 
However, it is not cultivated to its capacity. 
These facts reflect a constant decline in the number 
of persons engaged in farming as a livelihood during each 
time interval. However, the percentage of persons who became 
full-owners as well as part-owners increased percentage-wise. 
On the other hand, the number of persons who were tenants and 
croppers decreased most remarkedly. The status of farm 
managers was negligible at each time interval. There is 
reflected, however, an increase in the size of farms managed 
in the ten year span embracing 19*K) as well as the year 195*+. 
The average number of acres per manager was **19.^ in 1930, 
653.3 in 191+0, and 623.2 in 195^. 
SnTmriflT*v. The data which have been presented reflect 
the status of farm activities in the Kilgore Area from 1930 
through 1955. There were observed the following conditions: 
a decline in the number of full-time operators at each stated 
interval; an upsurge in part-time operations during the ten 
year periods embracing 1930 and 19^, but a falling off in 
195*f; an increase in tenancy and sharecropping during the 
191f0 to 1955 period; a decrease in the number of farm 
laborers; an evenness in the number of farm managers; and a 
period of conducting independent business activities. In 
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conformity with the total national pattern, the aging of the 
farmers is reflected in the number who considered themselves 
as "retired." 
A more detailed discussion of the findings, the trends 
suggested, and the implications which emerge therefrom will 
constitute a section of Chapter IV which follows. 
Related Data 
As a backdrop for appraisal of the information gained 
from the tabulation of the schedules, pertinent factual 
information obtained from the 195^ Census of Agriculture for 
Texas is presented. Productions of major field crops, amounts 
of acreage cultivated for certain crops and age of farm 
operators are shown for various time-intervals. The data 
reveal that the farms and farm characteristics by color and 
tenure of operator for 195^ show a consistent decline from 
the status of farming within the same group prior to 1930. 
Table XII follows. 
59 
TABLE XII 
FARM AND FARM CHARACTERISTICS BY COLOR AND 
TENURE OF OPERATOR, 195** 
Acreage 
Characteristics Numbers or 
Other Amounts 







509,096 Farms Reporting 
Distribution according to 
size of farm 1 to 9 
10 to 19 
20 to 29 
30 to 49 
50 to 99 
100 to 199 391 
25,674 
1,367 
Residing on farms operated 
Not residing on farms operated 
With other income of family 
exceeding value of agricul­
tural production 
Off-Farm Work 
Working off their farms 
1 to 99 days 
100 days or more 
Not working off their farms 






265 Under 25 
25 to 34 
35 to 44 
45 to 54 
55 to 64 







Livestock on Hand 
Farms reporting: 
Cattle and calves 
Horses and mules 











TABLE XII (Continued) 
Acreage 


















Further comparisons are made regarding the tenure of 
farm operations by non-whites in the State of Texas during 
the time intervals of 1930, 19^, and 195^. 
that the greatest number of non-white operators was in 1930. 
At that time 75.9 per cent of all operators were tenants. 
The peak of farming activities among non-whites was during 
191+0; the minimum amount, during 1951+. 
these facts in detail. 
The data reveal 
Table XIII reflects 
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CHAPTER IV 
TRENDS AND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE CONTINUOUS STUDY AND 
EVALUATION OF PROGRAMS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE 
The review of the Study of Factors Affecting Commercial 
Farming Operations among Negro Farmers, the Consumer Purchases 
Study, the research regarding the Influence of Technical 
Progress on Agricultural Production, together with the 
Presentation and Interpretation of Data submitted by Fifty-
two Farmers of the Kilgore Area tend to indicate a complexity 
of causes. For emphasis, a digest of facts about Texas Agri­
culture over a period of twenty-five years is presented. 
Pertinent Facts Regarding Twenty Years of Texas Agriculture 
"In 1930 the average size farm in Texas was 252 acres, 
compared to an average size of V38 acres in 1950." 
"In 1930 sixty-one per cent of every 100 farmers were 
By 1950, the number was reduced to thirty."1 
"In 1930 75*9 per cent of all non-white farmers were 
In 1951+> there was a percentage of 31*3 of tenancy 
tenants. 
tenants. 
"Economic Facts and Opinions Relative to Texas Agri­
culture," Vol. VIII, No. 35, November 19, 1952. Prepared by 
the Department of Agricultural Economics and Sociology, Texas 
A & M College System. 
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2 among non-white farmers. Among white farm operators the 
3 percentage of tenancy vras 25.3." 
"Manufacturing has taken many farmers away from the 
farm. From 1929 to 19^7 the number of production workers 
engaged in manufacturing increased 81.0 per cent in Texas." 
Regarding the extent to which farmers were full-time 
operators or part-time operators, the facts which follow 
reveal that there has been a continuous and steady decline 
in the number of persons engaged in full-time farming. 
In 1939, two years before World War II, fourteen per 
cent of all farm operators worked 100 days or more off 
their farms. In 19*+9, twenty-five per cent worked off 
their farms 100 days or more. In 19^9 thirty-one per 
cent of all the farmers in Texas had other> family income 
exceeding the value of farm products sold.4" 
In 195b, there was 38.8 per cent of all farm operators 
in Texas who had other income of family exceeding the value 
of agricultural products sold. Of that number who were 
engaged in commercial farming, eighteen per cent were full 
owners; 15.7 per cent, part-owners; 9.8 per cent, managers; 
Among non-white farm operators, 5 11.2 per cent, tenants. 
2 State Table "Farms and Land in Farms, by Color and 
Tenure of Operator" Censuses of 1920 to 195b, 195b Census of 
Agriculture, p. 10. 
3 Ibid.. p. 11. 
"Economic Facts," op. cit., Vol. VIII. 
^State Table bi op• cit•2 P* 12# 
6*f 
there was ̂ 9.8 per cent of all farm operators in Texas who 
had otner income of family exceeding value of agricultural 
products sold. Of that number those engaged in commercial 
6.6, full owners; 10.0, part 
owners; 2b.0, managers; 6.!+, tenants. In 195*+ 30.^ per cent 
of all non-white farm operators worked 100 days or more off 
their farms. According to tenure of operator of non-white 
operators of commercial farms, sixty per cent of those who 
were full owners did not work off their farms; fifty-seven 
per cent of part-owners, fifty-two per cent of managers, and 
7 fifty per cent of tenants did not work off their farms. 
With respect to the population and mobility trends 
among rural farm people and according to the report of the 
various Census Bureau Geographic Subregions of Texas, there 
has been not only a decline in the rural population but a 
decline in the total population of Gregg and Rusk Counties 
O 
by 0.3 per cent from 1930 to 1950. From a survey of the age-
range and age groupings of the fifty-two respondents of this 
study it is observed that the majority of them were more than 
forty-five years old. In comparison with the age range and age 
groupings of the non-white farm operators in Texas in 195^ 
farming were percentage-wise: 
^Loc. cit. 6 , Ibid.. p. 2b. 
While this statement applies to Texas Subregion 6 
of which Gregg and Rusk Counties are a part, the percentages 
differ with respect to the status of the Negro population of 
the two counties. 
8 
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the same status prevails. It is interesting to note, however, 
that the majority of the Kilgore farmers were full-time 
operators previous to 1930 and during the first fifteen years 
of the oil production period. But at present only eight or 
sixteen per cent reported that they were full-time operators. 
At the State Level ̂ 9.9 per cent of non-white operators are 
regarded as full-time. 
It is probable, then, that the complexity of causes of 
a decrease in full-time operators in the Kilgore Area stems 
from (a) the development of the oil industry, (b) the mechani­
zation of cotton culture, (c) the movement from farms to 
cities, and (d) the devastating effects of the droughts of 
the mid-thirties, and most important of all, the aging of the 
population of land owners in the area, the entering of the 
younger generation into industry. 
Since there are no available statistics for the status 
of agriculture among Negroes in the Kilgore Independent School 
District, in the factual information about the characteristics 
and changes in the Negro population of Gregg and Rusk Counties 
reference is made to the population facts presented in Table I 
Chapter I, the data of Table II in Chapter II, and Table XIV. 
These statistics have been brought together so as to show both 
the decline numerically and percentage-wise in the number of 
and tenure of farm operators in both counties. The same data, 
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likewise, reflect an increase percentage-wise in the decline 
of tenancy and the percentage increase in the number of the 
few who have rema,ined on the farm in climbing into the round 
of farm ownership. 
In Table XV which follows the percentage analyses have 
been computed on basis (1) of the status at an initial time 
interval. 
of increase or decrease over a period of years. 
The percentages in parentheses reflect the degree 
The percen­
tages not inclosed in parentheses represent the fractional 
part of a given category in relation to the whole at each 
The most significant aspect of the 
computations is that of the high percentage of decline in 
both numbers and in acreage. 
The computations lead the writer to conclude that the 
factors are several which have caused the present status of 
The tendency has been and is continuously 
stated time interval. 
farming in the area, 
prevalent that industrial employment has absorbed a 
progressively larger share of the man power in the rural 
This movement of population and labor 
Such changes suggest the 
areas of Kilgore. 
has proceeded at a rapid pace, 
need for an evaluation of the present program of vocational 
agriculture as taught in our secondary schools. 
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So the impact of some of the major factors which have 
affected farming activities of Negro farmers in the Kilgore 
Area have here been discussed. These same factors which have 
thrown out of balance the outlooks and the ways of life of 
the selected farm operators of the Kilgore Area have at the 
same time made possible an era of abundance for all. 
Long geared to economic scarcity, the realization of 
the possibilities for improved levels of living does not 
It is indeed difficult for rural farm folk easily take root, 
to realize that with scientific and technological resources 
at hand that the conditions of living for all in the area can 
be lifted to new and more satisfying levels, 
point, then, that wise leadership is needed, 
cooperative educational and social planning is necessary. 
It is at this 
At this point 
Social planning. Because of the impact of invention 
and technology upon agriculture, business, and industry, it 
is no longer possible for a farming family to function as 
both a complete production and consumption unit. Power 
facilities have made it possible for one worker to cultivate 
land than formerly cultivated by several families. 
Hence, it is extremely important that cooperative purchasing 
of power machinery be done. By the same token cooperative 
marketing should be engaged in, not separate and apart from 
more 
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the "urban consumer, but with due consideration to his needs. 
Prerequisite to such procedures is the implementation of a 
functional educational program. 
4 functional educational urogram. The educational 
institutions of an area should concern themselves with curri-
culums that are functional and consist of a structural 
framework which will form a bulwark for the ways of making a 
livelihood for the families of their patronage areas. Being 
functional, the curriculums should be such as to help both 
youth and adults deal constructively with the everyday problems 
which they will encounter. 
One of the most crucial problems of the Negro youth and 
adult is that of practical economics. There is a need for the 
attaining of greater efficiency in this respect among both 
youth and adults. This means that a community school curri­
culum should consist, first of all, of the mental and the 
manual, of theory and practice, of actual, purposeful first 
hand experience or participation in action programs as well 
as in academic study. 
A functional program of vocational agriculture will 
necessarily begin with the assumption or realization that 
the former pattern of extensive agriculture can no longer be 
regarded as the occupational main-stay in any rural community. 
Certain factors beyond the control of the individual family 
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and the cnanging conditions of an industrial society have 
made it quite impossible for the small-scale operator, such 
as tne majority of Negro farm operators 
from full-time farming alone. 
to make a living 
Other possibilities for 
livelihood, such as part-time farming combined with indus-
are 
trial employment, and related agricultural and other 




SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The problem of this research vras to ascertain the 
Effects of the Oil and Gas Industry on Vocational Agriculture 
for Negroes in the Kilgore Area from 1930 to 1955. 
subordinate questions which the investigation was designed 
to answer were: 
(1) What variations have there been in the number of 
full-time operators of farms in 1930 and in 1955? 
(2) What variations have there been in the number of 
part-time operators of farms in 1930 and in 1955? 
(3) What is the proportion of farmers who have left 
the farm since 1930? 
(1+) What is the proportion of farmers who farmed prior 
to 1930, now living on the farm, and are not now farming? 
(5) What trends are reflected? 
(6) What are the educational implications? 
The 
A. SUMMARY OF TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES 
USED IN THE STUDY 
A tentative outline of the proposed contents of 
the research was made. 
A tentative bibliography was developed, 
listed professional textbooks which bore on methods of 
1. 
There were 2. 
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research, educational and rural sociology, agricultural 
economics, Yearbooks of Agriculture, special reports on 
Census of Agriculture, and other publications and unpublished 
materials which bore on the problem. 
3. A farm family schedule was devised. Data about 
personal factors, occupational status, farming activities, 
nature of major cash income, and appraisals of factors which 
have affected the status of farming in the Kilgore Area were 
obtained, analyzed, and interpreted. 
H-. As a frame of reference for understanding the 
significance and the importance of the problem a brief history 
and description of the people and the industries of the 
Kilgore Area were given. 
5. The plan of the organization and projection of the 
research was explained. 
Digests of literature relating to sociological, 
economic, and technological aspects of the problem were 
presented. 
6. 
Analyses of data concerning the past and present 
status of farming activities in the Kilgore Area were made. 
These analyses included comparisons between the status of 
agriculture as a way of life in Rusk and Gregg Counties at 
stated intervals and the farming activities of non-white 
groups in Texas and the Geographic Subregion of East 
Texas Counties, including Gregg and Rusk Counties. 
7. 
7^ 
8. A plan for understanding and coping with the 
forces of agro-industry, increased mechanization of agri­
culture, and the growing interrelations of city and country 
was proposed. 
9. lhe summary, conclusions, recommendations, the 
bibliography, and the appendix concluded the study. 
B. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
Among the most conspicuous and significant changes 
indicated by the analyses of data obtained from the survey 
schedules concerning the status of farming activities of the 
farm operators of the Kilgore Area were the following: 
1. There was reflected the aging of operators among 
Negro farm operators of the Kilgore Area. This situation is 
in conformity with both area, state, and national patterns. 
2. The change of residence among the respondents was 
least significant. Only ten per cent had changed from rural 
to urban during the twenty-five year period. 
3. The change in tenure as farm operators was 
abnormal. During the twenty-five year span the number of 
full-time operators of farms decreased by 77.7 per cent; the 
number of part-time operators increased by 160 per cent; 
tenancy increased by 100 per cent; the status of sharecroppers 
and farm managers remained unchanged; no farm laborers were 
in evidence in 1955; there was reflected an upsurge in the 
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operation of independent businesses during the ten year period 
immediately preceding 1956; but a reduction in such enter­
prises is now in evidence. More farm operators retired than 
entered upon farming activities during the twenty-five year 
span. 
The stability or tenure of residence of the 
respondents was unusually stable. The fact that forty-six 
of the fifty-two respondents resided on their own farmsteads 
probably accounts for this favorable condition. 
5. A second favorable factor was the diversity of 
farming activities. Prior to 1930, all operators raised 
some kind of farm animals—either poultry or livestock or 
both. 
6. Likewise, there was reflected a diversity in the 
production of field crops. The decline in the production of 
cotton might justly be ascribed to the federal government's 
program of limiting cotton acreage through the Agricultural 
Adjustment Acts of the successive years of legislation in 
the 1930's. 
7. The sources of the major cash income of the 
respondents were varied. Fifty-eight per cent reported the 
source as being that of full-time farming; 3^.6 per cent, 
part-time farming; 21.2 per cent, rent from farm acreage; 
and 38.5 per cent, from the oil industry. It is to be noted, 
however, that there is an overlapping of sources. All who 
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reported cash income from the oil industry also reported cash 
income from farm operations. 
8. The comparison of the data obtained from farm 
operators in the Kilgore Area is favorable to the facts 
stated about "Twenty Years of Texas Agriculture." The trend 
is definitely toward cooperative interdependence between 
industrial employment and farming as a specialized activity. 
The farm operators 9. appraisal of factors which in 
their opinions was of greatest importance in affecting the 
status of farming in the Kilgore Area inclined toward the 
recognition of the causes as a triad—the growth of industry 
in the area, the price received for farm products, and the 
oil and gas boom. 
C. CONCLUSIONS 
In the light of the data obtained from the tabulation 
of fifty-two survey schedules, factual information derived 
from census data over a span of three decades, and the 
forecasts of specialists in agricultural economics and rural 
sociology, it seems justifiable to conclude thats 
There should be impetus given to the integration 
of industry and agriculture; that programs or workshops 
involving the stimulation of occupational planning be 
instituted to the extent that part-time operators of farms 
might do individual planning and budgeting of time and money; 
1. 
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that collective or group planning will involve implementing 
both producer and consumer cooperatives. 
2. There is a need for farm operators to seek to 
achieve more efficiency in farm production through scientific 
and technical training through all available institutions and 
agencies in the region of their operations. 
3. There is a need for industry and farming groups, 
planning commissions, churches and ministerial associations, 
educational and professional groups, business men and women, 
parent-teacher organizations, health and welfare agencies, 
and other organizations to study the possibilities for 
improving the farming and marketing conditions to the extent 
that the worker who tills the soil or who tends animals will 
be as secure and held in as high esteem socially as the white 
or blue collar workers. 
k-. That plans should be set up to maintain production, 
stability of employment, and to budget public welfare projects 
which will be equally beneficial to all occupational groups. 
D. REC OMMENDATION S 
It is recommended that the General Recommendations. 
educational implications touched upon in Chapter IV be 
discussed among teachers of vocational agriculture and 
principals of secondary schools which maintain curriculums 
of high vocational content. 
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1. That curriculum reorganization give emphasis to 
a. A functional curriculum with emphasis upon 
activities for improving the level of living 
as it relates to budgeting of time, labor, 
and income 
b. A functional program for adults be directed 
toward individual planning for the proper 
utilization of wages obtained in industrial 
employment toward the developing better 
farming practices 
2. That area-wide planning commissions among Negroes 
implemented. 
3. That use of evaluative techniques be employed. 
Suggestions for further research. There will arise a 
need for continuous research by school administrators, 
teachers of vocational agriculture, and other specialists in 
economics and sociology with respect to other aspects of the 
problems of rural living such as; 
1. The proper allocation of funds obtained from 
employment in industry to the improvement of the farmstead 
and the upgrading of the livestock owned 
2. The teacher-pupil- on-the-job training concept of 
curriculum implementation be instituted 
3. Further research which might relate to the extent 
that recipients of cash income from the oil industry in the 
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TYPES OF CROPS GROWN AND NUMBER OF ACRES CULTIVATED 
DURING THREE STATED TIME-INTERVALS 
TABLE IX 
TYPES OF CROPS GROWN AND NUMBER OF ACRES CULTIVATED DURING THREE STATED TIME-INTERVALS 
The Number of Acres Alloted to Each Type of Crops Listed Prior to 1930, From 1930 to 19AO, and. Since 19AG 
Re- Truck Crops Cotton Corn Peas Peanuts Cover Crops Cane spon-
dent II Prior 
to 
•30 Since Prioi '30 Prior '30 
to 
'30 'AO 
Since Since Prior '30 Prior '30 Since Since Prior '30 Since Prior '30 Si to 'AO to to 'AO to 'AO to to to to 'AC •AO to to 'AO to to 0 M '30 .0 •0 'AO '30 'AO 4° 'AO '30 42 
1 8 3 3 2 9 9 15 15 15 A A 5 A A 1 1 
12 2 7 5 4 A 1 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 
3 1 
A 3 3 5 12 10 4 3 5 1 2 2 2 2 2 
5 4 4 1 1 2 2 1 1 
6 = 
7 20 8 10 15 10 10 5 20 40 40 15 5 1 14 3 20 2 2 2 
6 8 1 1 1 5 3 10 4 4 2 
6 3 1 1 3 9 10 3 2 3 14 2 3 3 2 2 
6 1 1 2 10 10 1 3 2 2 
11 
1/2 1 1 2 2 5 5 12 12 12 4 4 4 
1 1 1 3 4 2 2 8 4 3 8 5 13 5 3 20 20 5 
5 4 5 10 20 14 7 
1 1 4 4 1 1 1 3 2 5 3 6 2 12 14 10 5 3 5 15 
1/2 1 1 16 3 3 
17 
»,« indicates that the respondent did not specify the acreage allotted to eech type of crops groan. ^ 
. UMIWUK, ** - been raised during the time-intervals as shown in sub-captions. NOTE: the crops designated under the captions were not checked as 
TABLE IX (Continued) 
The Number of Acres Alloted to Each Type of Crone Listed Prior to 1930. From 1930 to 1940. and Since 19X0 
Re­
cover Crops Truck Crops Cotton Peanuts Corn Peas Cane spon-
dent || Prior '30 Since Prior •30 Since Prior '30 Since Priori '30 Since Priori '30 
to I to '40 
'30 I'40 
Prior '30 Since Prior ' 30 Since 
to to '40 to to '40 to to '40 to to '40 to to '40 to to '30 t k0 I ML '30 t AO '30 '40 t 30 IA0 
18 2 2 2 9 9 9 10 10 1 10 1 1 3 3 1 3 1 
19 4 5.5 1 1 3 3 2 2 
20 3 3.5 4 10 10 A 5 1 1 1 5 1 3 3 3 2 
6 6 21 8 5 15 1 5 15 10 1 1 1 1 1 5 1 5 1 2 
1/2 10 1 5 1 1 22 2 2 
1 1 5 5 1 1 23 15 5 50 20 A 20 3 1 2 3 2 
2 2 10 15 15 3 3 50 3 3 3 24 10 10 10 25 25 
t t : 25 : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 
2 2 6 6 2 4 3 6 4 2 26 8 10 12 2 8 2 25 10 10 10 
1 2 4 5 5 1 1 2 2 2 8 2 15 4 5 5 27 3 
1 1 3 4 1 4 3 2 6 3 2 8 A 2 8 10 A 28 5 3 5 
1 2 1 A 1 . 2 3 3 2 5 10 5 10 20 5 3 3 29 
1 1 30 
1 1 1 1 3 1 2 3 2 3 5 5 10 15 10 5 31 3 3 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 3 10 A 32 A A 
1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 3 4 8 8 4 10 2 A 4 33 
1 2 1/2 1 1 2 1 5 2 4 4.5 12 3 7 14 34 
1 6 2 7 5 1 1 1 2 2 3 4 5 5 8 8 20 5 10 10 35 
2 1 15 8 6 5 4 2 2 20 20 15 20 2 36 5 3 J 1 2 4 1 1 1 1 2 6 2 5 A 6 4 5 10 10 37 
TABLE IX (Continued) 
Th« Number of Acres Alloted to Each Tvt>e of Crona Listed Pr^r 1930. From 1930 to 1940. and Since 194 L 
Re- Peanuts Truck Crops Cover Crops Cane 
Prior '30 
'*'V Cotton Corn Peas spcn-
'30 Since Prior 130 Since Prior T70Tgince Trior TJD" Prior I'30 I Since Priori '3D Since Prior dent 
•40 to to to to to '40 to to '40 to to '40 to to '40 to to '40 to 
>40 '30 '30 '40 '40 '30 '40 «30 •40 '30 '40 •30 •40 '30 
7 1 4 2 1 38 10 20 8 10 2 5 4 2 2 o 
4 2 4 1 8 3 1 15 8 5 5 20 5 1 39 4 4 2 2 
2 1 5 5 1 2 20 4 4 2 40 
2 1 1 1 3 4 10 2 5 5 41 
2 1 1 5 1 1 5 2 10 5 4 2 2 5 20 3 3 42 
1 2 4 4 3 1 2 1 6 2 4 3 2 5 5 12 3 20 5 5 43 
2 4 4 4 1 1 2 5 4 2 5 10 2 3 10 5 20 5 5 44 
45 
1 1 6 4 2 2 2 2 2 2 4 5 10 5 5 15 8 4 46 5 
2 2 10 4 2 5 5 4 5 14 6 10 10 10 25 4 8 4 47 
] 2 4 4 1 1 2 1 1 2 3 3 3 5 5 14 4 5 5 48 
2 1 1 1 4 3 2 10 4 2 49 
3 5 5 5 5 2 2 15 15 15 5 15 20 10 10 10 50 
1 6 1 1 2 4 4 8 2 2 51 
1 1 3 2 3 15 15 20 20 4 5 52 
TABLE IX (Continued) 
The Number of Acres Alloted to Each Type of Crops Listed Prior to 1930, From 1930 to 194-0, and Since 1940 
Re- Truck Crops Cotton Corn Peanuts Cover Crops Peas 
1301 Since 
Can sp on-








68 78 82 55 4f 96 176 678 402.5 161 108 78 40 284 81.5 70.5 172.5 323 141.5 234 vated 
Average 
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APPENDIX B 
SURVEY SCHEDULE: TO SELECTED HOUSEHOLDERS OF 
THE KILGORE AREA 
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SURVEY SCHEDULE; TO SELECTED HOUSEHOLDERS OF 
THE KILGORE AREA 
I. Personal Data: 
Age 
( /_./ White 
Race ( £_ / Negro 
(/ / Other 
Sex. 
Place of Residence in; 
Open-Country 
Hamlet 
Town in Gregg 
County 
Present Post Office Address: 
In 1930. 
No Yes No Yes 
Status of Schooling: (Circle the number which represents 
grade reached) 
Elementary School. .1st 2nd 3rd bth 5th 6th 
Secondary School. . 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th 
1st yr. 2nd yr. 3rd yr. >+th yr. College 
II. Occupational Status: Before Between Between At 
1910-^-5 191+6-55 Present 1230. 
Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes No 
Full-time operator 
of a farm 
Part-time operator 










III. Facts Concerning Farming Activities: 
Prior to From 1930 Since 
1990 to 191+0 
lolYeiNo Yes No Yes 
19*+0 
Residence on Farmstead 
in the Kilgore Area 
Residence elsewhere 
Were there at your 
residence any of the 
following: 
(a) 25 or more 
chickens, ducks, 
geese, pigeons or 
other poultry? 
(b) Hogs, cattle, 
horses, goats, sheep, 
bees, domestic 
animals? 
(c) Types of Crops 
grown and number of 
acres 
















Rent from farm 
acreage 
From oil wells — ———— 
Respondents Appraisal of Factors Affecting, the Status 
of Farming in the Kilgore Area: 
Rank the following factors which in your opinion 
affected your farming status (Indicate rank by denoting 
the factors of greatest importance as of next 
TmnnrtarifP »s Second; and so on. A. The oil and gas import an ^ yQu received from farm 
products that you had to sell_ .— C. s -
growth of industry in the area__ 
destroyed due to salt water 
IV. 
V. 
